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M.A.R.C  ANNUAL  PICNIC
It’ s that time of year again for the MARC annual picnic at Johnson county park.  It will
be held at the Yellow Buckeye shelter house located on School House Road in Johnson
County Park.  The meat will be furnished by the club and members are encouraged to
bring their favorite dish to share with the ones attending.  The newly elected officers will
be sworn in at that time and take office for the 2004-2005 year.  

Please come and a good time will be had by all that attend.  Talk-in will be on the
146.835 (pl. 151.4) if you need directions or get off course.

-N9SIU

 From the President

   As I write this, I'm jumping the gun somewhat.  In less than two weeks I'll be
handing the treasurer duties over to Brenda and ...gulp... displacing Jerry on the
presidential hot seat.  I thank you all for the confidence, and in particular I thank
Jerry for what he's done for us the last two years.   And now:  what are the
plans?
I have so many plans that I need to cut them down a bit.  Let's talk priorities
instead.  Here are my priorities for the club:
   1)  We need to keep and increase the fun in the club, and in Amateur Radio.
   2)  We need to maintain and enhance our ability to serve our community as
needed.
   3)  We need more active hams and more members.
   These priorities overlap and reinforce each other.  Lots of go-getters get lots of
things done.  Doing parades, street fairs, and the occasional Skywarn net is fun,
gives us more visibility, and provides a selling point for getting more people
interested as we show what ham radio can do for them.  Regrettably, the
opposite is true, also--the less you do the less fun you will have, the less you will
help or can help the community, and the less attractive Amateur Radio becomes
to anyone near you ready for something new, interesting, or useful.  
  So:  think about ways we can push these priorities.  Tell me.  Tell other officers.



Tell other members.  Do things.  If the club is a vehicle with which we do Amateur
Radio, you people are the fuel, the motor, the tires, the body, and for the next
year I'm the nut behind the wheel.  Let's see where we can go, and let's enjoy the
trip.  

73, KB9SKI
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Building Strong Relat ionships Builds a Strong Club 

By Norm Fusaro, W3IZ
ARRL Affiliated Club/Mentor Program Manager

October 3, 2004 

Amateur Radio is all about people. Building strong
relationships is the foundation for the success of the
Anchorage Amateur Radio Club. This club, that has almost
300 members, is always asking the question, "What can we
do for you?" 

One of the fi rst things that they do for al l new hams in the area is to offer
them a free one year full membership in the club. This "t r y it before you buy
it " approach has not only helped boost membership but it creates an
environment where people know that they are wanted not for their dues
money but for what they can offer to the community, both as a ham and as a
person. According to Club President , Jim Larsen, AL7FS, "You need
volunteers for any program or it wi l l die." He at t r ibutes this win-win at t i tude
to the strong relat ions that the club has with the community as wel l as
within Anchorage's business and poli t ical  ci rcles. 



Club President Jim Larsen, AL7FS,
mans the club information tent at
the Alaska State Fair.

The clubs influence extends beyond the Anchorage area as they have also
been able to help their neighbors bui ld reliable repeater systems. Both the
Fairbanks Arct ic Amateur Radio Club and the Juneau Amateur Radio Clubs
have received support from AARC on their repeater systems. These systems
are just a par t of the Amateur Radio network that is always ready to provide
reliable communicat ions throughout the state whenever the need ar ises.
Working closely with neighbor ing clubs al lows Alaskan hams to provide
communicat ions over a large area without confl ict or confusion. Like the
other clubs, the Anchorage ARC, part icipates in and supports many
community events including the famous Idi tarod dog sled race which runs
over 1000 miles across the lower par t of the state from Anchorage to Nome.
AARC is involved in community events from January to October . 

The club owns and operates a VHF/UHF cross-l inked repeater high atop
Mount Susitna that has tremendous coverage over the Anchorage area. The
repeater was instal led on the 4300 foot peak with the help of a hel icopter and
it took three tr ips to get al l of the equipment and personnel to the site. They
are planning to instal l the Grubstake 
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repeater in November 2004. This VHF/UHF machine wi l l be over 4800 feet
above sea level . 

Judi Ramage, WL7DX shows off
some Amateur Radio equipment
used in emergency
communications.

These repeater systems, along with HF radios and a wel l equipped Command
Cont rol Vehicle, al lows the club to be ready for any type of emergency
communicat ions. 

The very impressive Command Cont rol Vehicle is a converted motor -home
that has HF, VHF, UHF, satel l i te, GMRS, FRS, packet, aircraft , mar ine,
t runking radio for State and local , CB and scanners. A perfect compl iment to
the CCV is not one but two trai lers that are equipped with a 40 foot tower
and a 12KW diesel generator . Antennas include HF beams and wire
antennas, push-up masts and VHF/UHF ver t icals or  beams. 

The CCV is used for Field Day and other dr i l ls and at public service events.
Most recent ly the club had a display at the Alaska State Fair where they
enter tained more than 400 visi tors to the booth. "People were very interested
in Amateur Radio and what we do.", said Jim. "A lot of people inquired about
get t ing or renewing their ham licenses." The club really pi tched in and
manned the booth for 12 hours each of the 12 days that the event was held.
In addit ion to answer ing quest ions about ham radio the special event stat ion
that operated dur ing the ent ire fair logged over 1600 contacts from hams in
al l  fi fty sates and from 64 count r ies. 

Repr inted 

from ARRL WebPage.



MANY THANKS

Many thanks for those that helped with the Greenwood Marching Band Invitational and
the Bargersville Festival .   To those that helped on such a long day words can not
express your sacrifice the hours you donated to two worthy causes.  Both events helped
promote Ham Radio and the public got a chance to see our great hobby up close and
personal.   Any time our club members and their friends can show the public what Ham
radio can do it is time well spent.  The Greenwood Band Parents can not say enough on
the job we do for them during their event.
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BARGERSVI LLE FUN FEST
The Bar ger svi l l e Fami l y Fun Fest  was j ust  t hat .   Fun!
Sei z i ng an oppor t uni t y t o shar e our  i nt er est s i n Amat eur
Radi o sever al  c l ub member s set  up camp at  t he f est i val  so
we coul d t al k about  t he benef i t s of  bei ng an Amat eur  Radi o
Oper at or .   

Er nest - KB9SKI  br ought  a t ent  and hi s HF gear .   Mat t - KB9UJE
br ought  a t abl e and chai r s.   Jack- W8I SH pr ovi ded t he APRS
st at i on whi l e Br enda- KC9EBL br ought  an HT and a gr eat
smi l e.   Our  base of  oper at i on was al ong Mai n st r eet
over l ooki ng t he ki ddi e r i des,  cr af t  t abl es and f ood boot hs.
Er nest  and Jack qui ckl y set  up a por t abl e duel  band ant enna
and base st at i on.   They st r ung t he HF di pol e ant enna
bet ween t wo t el ephone pol es so Er nest  coul d t une i n t he
wor l d.   

As t he mor ni ng wor e on we wer e j oi ned by a vendor  wi t h a
t or nado shel t er  on wheel s on one si de and t he Nat i onal
Guar d on t he ot her .   The guar d r ecr ui t i ng gr oup came up
f r om Camp At t er bur y t o r ecr ui t  a f ew good men and women.   
Thanks t o t hem or  maybe i t  was t hanks t o us,  we bot h shar ed
a l ot  of  f oot  t r af f i c .   As t he day wor n on i t  act ual l y
t ur ned i nt o a l i t t l e bi t  of  a compet i t i on t o see who’ s
di spl ay got  t he most  i nt er est .     

The sounds of  t he Hur r i cane Net  coul d be hear d comi ng f r om
Er nest ’ s HF r i g.   When t he ki ds got  c l oser  he t ur ned on t he
char m of  hi s Mor se code key and began sendi ng out  CQ.
Most  of  t he k i ds l i ked hear i ng and spel l i ng t hei r  names i n
code.

Next  door  t he r eser ves f r om Camp At t er bur y used a j azzed up
Humvee t o l ur e peopl e i nt o t hei r  t ent .   
They of f er ed f r ee weapons t r ai ni ng and al l  expenses pai d t o
t he mi ddl e east .   
We of f er ed f r ee cl asses on amat eur  r adi o r ul es,  r egul at i ons
and oper at i ng pr ocedur es.
They t al ked homel and secur i t y.  
We t al ked publ i c ser vi ce and di sast er  communi cat i ons.
Thei r  Humvee had a compass.   
Our  di spl ay had GPS and APRS.   
They t al ked t act i cs and maneuver s.
We t al ked VHF and code.
The ent i r e mor ni ng t ur ned i nt o a war  of  wor ds.   Bot h gr oups
vyi ng f or  t he i nt er est  of  f est i val  goer s.  
T hey wer e an Ar my of  One.   We wer e an Ar my of  f our .   
Somehow we st i l l  f el t  out  gunned.
  
Looki ng back our  t r oop of  amat eur s had a good t i me t al k i ng
wi t h l ot s of  i nt er est ed ki ds and par ent s.   We mi ght  have
even r ecr ui t ed a f ew good f ol ks i nt o amat eur  r adi o.   



At  t he end of  t he day we packed up our  r adi os and headed
nor t heast  f or  t r af f i c  dut y at  Gr eenwood Hi gh School .   The
Ar my headed back t o Camp At t er bur y t o t r ai n mor e t r oops f or
t he war  on t er r or i sm.   And t he man wi t h t he t or nado shel t er
on wheel s dr ove of f  i nt o t he sunset  hopi ng t o sel l  someone
on hi s i dea of  bur yi ng a pr e- cast  f i ber gl ass st or m shel t er  
i n someones back yar d.   He descr i bed t he shel t er  as bei ng
sui t abl e f or  st or ms and ot her  expl osi ve di sast er s.    - w8i sh 

THE SPARK GAP                                                                                              OCTOBER
2004

Jack, W8I SH and Br enda,  KC9EBL i n Bar ger svi l l e.

+

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
++++++++++++

WX Ser vi ce Open House f or  Hams

The Indianapolis Office of the National Weather Service is holding a special Open House
for Amateur Radio SKYWARN Spotters and their immediate families, in recognition of
your contributions during this years severe weather season and in special recognition of

the May 30th event where nearly 600 amateurs participated.

This special Open House will occur on October 16th, 2004 from 11am-3pm and will be
held at the Indianapolis NWS office located at 6700 W. Hanna Ave, just south of the

Indpls International Airport. 
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MARC Club Officers

PRESIDENT                                             VICE-PRESIDENT
Ernest Clark KB9SKI                             Dave Dailey KB9LOT         
president@midstatehams.org                                   vicepresident@midstatehams.org

TREASURER                                             SECRETARY
Brenda Haler- KC9EBL                    L inda Harshbarger KC9GCH
treasurer@midstatehams.org                                    secretary@midstatehams.org

REPEATER TRUSTEE                             PUBLIC INFO 
Matt Payne KB9JUE                               Leroy Perry KB9ZLC        
trustee@midstatehams.org                                       pio@midstatehams.org

VE COORDINATOR                                 SUPPER GROUP
Dave Wendt KA9OOH                            Joe Rogers KF9LQ 
veteam@midstatehams.org                                        supper@midstatehams.org

RACES DIRECTOR                                   ARES
Jay Chr isman AA9YP                              Jer ry Schantz W9JJS 
races@midstatehams.org                                          ares@midstatehams.org

ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR                         SPARK GAP EDITOR    
Jack Parker   W8ISH                                  Bob LaGrange N9SIU
activities@midstatehams.org n9siu@yahoo.com

Mid-State Amateur Radio Club meets at 0800 EST the third Saturday of each month at
the Johnson County Law Enforcement Center in the Emergency Operations Center.  All
hams are 
encouraged to attend this meeting and VE testing is held January through November after
the meeting has ended.

MARC operates the 146.835 MHz  (151.4 PL) repeater and all hams are welcome to use
it.

For more information please visit our club web page at: http://www.midstatehams.org 


